INDECEIVING 
1 0 F op 
THE PEOPLE + 


In the point of 


ITHES. 


Wherein is ſhewed, 


That never any Clergy in the Church of God hath been, or 
15 maintained with leſſe charge to the Subject, then the 
eſtabliſhed Clergy of the Church of England. 


That there is no Subject in the Realme of England, wo 
piveth any thing of his mne, towards the maintenance of 
tis Fariſb-Miniſter, but his Eaſter- Offering. 


L That tlie change of Tithes into Stipends, will bring grea-- 


er trouble to the Clergy, then is yet conſidered ; and far 
le profit to the Countrey, then is now pretended. 


By Pet. Heylyn D. D. 


| 1Co R. 9. 7. 
get h a Warfare any time at bis own charges ? who planteth a Vin . 


td and eateth not of the fruit thereof ? Or Who feeduth a flick, and ta- 
not of the milk, of thr flock? 


bp LON D 0 V. 5 
ted by J. G. for John Clark, and are to be ſold at his 
ſhop under S. Peters Church in Cornbill. 1657. 


Io the Reader. 


ehe and Carhedralls, being 

BS Fa pt id fate; there remained nothing to ſupport, 

Wa 5 r fnting Mini ſtry but Parochial Tithesg and 

oe theſe the eyes of Avarice and Rapine 

yy were 3 ſtrongly fixt, that all endeavours to 
m 


preſerve them were almo 2 deſperate. The Horſeleach 
and her daughters in the book of Proverbs are alwayes on the 
raving hand; nothing but Give, Give, to be head amone it 
I them, Non miſſura cutem niſi plena cruoris hirudo, in the 


vll not ſa- 
in the view muſt be hun- 


«& which had non topay; opening as ide 
wake up the Cry. In this / + waa 
4 2 ; 
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EFF b j 
Undeceiving "ee ple in point of Tithes ,- . 
the name « of Þh. Treleinie, ** letters of my own name l 4 
| tranſpoſed into that in the way of Anagram. For rhough J In 4 
2 from my 2 Anage prefer ments, in a conditig | 
rather of paying then receiving Tithes, and confequently could A. 
have no Self-ends in it as the caſe then ſtood + yet I was fear: 
full leſt the — if avowed for mine, ſhould be neglected as the £ | 
2 of corrupted Intereſts of one that wholly advocated 2 1 
Lis own concernments. What benefit redounded by it wy 2 2 
ſome, what f capes unto others; I had rather thou ih 
hear elſewhere then expect from me. All 1 ſhall adde now? 

but this, that I hope it will not be leſſe profitable unto them th 
read it, nor read by any with more prejudice and diſaſfeition 


now 1 acknowledge it for my own, then when it came | 
them in 4 rr owed name; and 2 fare thee well. 
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228 Mongſt thoſe popular deceits which have been ſet a- 
broad of late to abuſe the people, there is not any 
one which hath been cheriſhed with more endeer- 
CJ ments, then a perſwaſion put into them of not 
. paying Tibet: Partly, becauſe it carrieth no ſmall 
10 v of profit with it, but principally as it ſeemes a conducible 
v1 ns to make the Clergy more obnoxious to them, and to ſtand 
yore at their devotion then they have done formerly. Upon 
theſe hopes, it hath been the endeavours of ſome leading men 
to it to the reſt as a pablick grievance, that the (7 
being but an handfull of men in compariſon of all the reſt of iche 
lingdome, ſhould goe away wich the ten (or as ſome ſay, the 
gib part) of the fruits of the earth; and that the Ainiſter ſit- 
ing ſtill in his contemplations, ſhould live upon the ſweat of o- 
ther mens brows, and taking pains amongſt the people but one 
tay in ſeven, ſhould have the renth part of their eſtates allotted 
tothem for their maintenance. And tis no marvel if ſome few, 
on theſe miſ-perſwaſions, have importuned the high Court of 
Parliament from time to time with troubleſome and clamorous 
Petitions to redreſſe this wrong; and put them vp alſo in the 
name of whole Counties (alt me the generality of thoſe Coun- 
ber had no hand therein) to adde the greater credit and autho- 
rity to them. In which deſigne, although they have prevailed no 
farther on the two houſes of Parliament, then to be lent away 
with this general} promiſe, that in due time their Petitions® As in the 
ſhonld be taken into conſideration; 2 and that it was the pleaſure 8 
of the ſeveral and reſpective Houſes, chat in the mean ſeaſon they Hartford, 
g 1 take care that Tithes be 457 paid according io Law: yet Kent, &c. 
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The undeceiving of 
they which have eſpouſed the quarrell, will not ſo be ati 
For when it pleaſed the Lord and Commons to ſet out an 0 
nance bearing date Novemb. 8. 1644. for the true payment 
Tithes aud other duties according to the laws and enſtomes of 
Realme ; there came out preſently a pamphlet entituled, T Dif.” 
mounting of the Ordinance forTithes; followed and backed by many 
a ſcandalous piper of the ſelfe. ſame ſtrain, And when it ſeemed 
good to the ſaid Lords and Commons, on the precipitancy. of 
ſome of the Clergy under ſequeſtration, to ſet out their A 
nal Ordinance of the ninth of Auguſt. anno 1647. it was encouts. 
tred preſently with a ſcurrilous pamphlet, entituled, A rena. 
tion for a day of thanksgiving to the Parliament for their late O 
dinance for Tithes, newly mounted and well charged with treble du. 
mages, for the peoples not giving the tenth part of their eſtates. 
to the Clergy or Impropriators. And this, according to the ſtyſe 
of thoſe Petitions, is ſaid to be the reſult of the Parliaments. 
friends in Hartfordſvire ; though Iam verily perſwaded that 
few, if any of the Gentry and men of quality in the Country, hh 
were acquainted with it, But be it the reſult of feu or many of 
the Par liaments friends (though I conceive they are but back 
friends to the Parliament, who ſet ſo ſleight a value on their © 
Conſtitutions) the Title doth afford two things worthy conſi. Wh 
derition: Eirſt, that the maintenance of the Clergy here be 
Law eſtabliſhed, is ſaid to be by giving to them the tenth © 
part of every mans eſtate: and ſecondly, chat the blow goes 
higher then before it did, and aims not onely at the deveſting 
of the Church of her ancient Patrimony but at the depriving 4 
the Gentry of their Impropriations, which many of chem hold b) 
leaſe, many by inheritance, all by as good a title as the Law 
can make them. I know.there hath been. great pains taken by 
ſome learned men, to ſtate the Z»ſtitution and Right of Tithes, 
and ſeverall jadicious Tractates have been writ abouc it; which 
notwithſtanding have not found ſuch entertainment as they did 
deſerve : partly, becauſe being written in an Argamentativeway; 
they were above the reach of the vulgar Reader ; but princi- 
pally, becauſe written by men ingaged in the cauſe, and ſuch _ 
might be byaſſed with their own intereſſe in it. For my part ! 
am free from all thoſe ingagements which may inc line mee too 
write any thing for my private ends, being one that payeth 7ithea 
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ſuch other duties as the Lower and Ordinexces dos injoyn. 
DE tn fountain of buſineſſe, and can. 
poſlibly ſee at ſo great a diſtance,” what might beſt ſatisſie the 
pts and clamors of unquiet men: yet I ſhall venture to 
ſomewhat in a modeſt way towards the Vndeceiving of the 

We in this point of Tithes, whoſe judgements have been cap- 

ted by thoſe miſ perſwaſions , which cunningly have been 
municated and infuſed into them. And I ſhall doe it in a 

y, (if I gueſſe aright) which bath not yet been travelled in 

"Wi preſent point; ſuch as IL hope will ſatisſie all them of the 
eerſe party, but thoſe who are reſolved before-hand, that they 
cot be ſatisfied. For whereas the whole controverſie turn- 
on theſe three hinges : firſt, that the maintenance allowed 
Clergy is too great for their calling, eſpecially conſidering 
ali number of them: ſecondly, that iris made up out of 
ech part of each mans eſtate; and thirdly, that the changing 
eis way by the payment of Tubes into that of Stipend: , 
a be more gratefull to the ¶ vuntrey, and more eaſie to the 
rg: I (hall accordingly reduce this ſmall diſcourſe unto 
f MW 'rhree herds. Firſt, I will ſhew, that never any Clergy in 
durch of God hath been, or is maintained with leſſe charge 
ie Subject, then the eſtabliſhed (ergy of the Church of 
l- nd. Secondly, that there is no man in the Realm of Eng- 
1 ho pope any thing of bus own towards the maintenance 
> Whis Pariſh- Miniſter, but his Eaſter Offering. And thirdly, that 
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& changing of Tirhes into Stipendi, would bring greater trou- 


E o the Clergy, then is yet conſidered, and far leſſe profit to 
ok WeConntrey, then is now pretended. Theſe Propoſitions being 
Y' Need, (which I doubt not of) I hope I ſhall receive no check 
ay undertaking, conſidering that I doe it of a good intent 

bee the Parliament from the trouble of the like Petitions, 
, chat the common people being diſabuſed, may quietly and 
ch Seufully diſcharge their duties according to the Lawes eſtabliſh- 
id , and live together with that unity and godly love which 
Y; t to be between a Afiniſter and his Congregation, This is the 

of my deſigne, which if I can effect, it is all Iaim at: And 
i th this Declaration. of my minde and meaning, I truſt this 
Tit diſcourſe of mine will be, if not applauded, yet at leaſt ex- 
"Wd. Firſt then I.am to prove this point: 
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I. That 
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The Meeren * 
1. That never on Cle re Cre . 
1 . 22275 bie f 
42125 the eltabliſhed Clergy of t . 
Fot proof of this, we muſt behold the * 
eee an 
under the Goſpel in the moſt flouriſhing parts of Clifiendon, 
der the Law, the Tribe of Levi was poſſeſſed of 48 Cities at 
Territories round about them, extending every way for theſp 
of 2000 cubits, which in ſo ſmall game 4 was 4 greater; pt 
portion, then the rents received by ith e Clergy of all the * 
prict and Chapter Land: in the Realm of England, Then bad cy 
beſides Tribes (whereof more anon) the firſt- born of M 
and all unclean beaſts, which were redeemed: at the rate « * fin 
ſhekels apeece, amounting in our mony to 12 8. 6 d. and of th 
firſtlings of clean beaſts, their bloud being ſgrinkled on the Alty 
—— fat offered for a butnt · offering, the fleſh remained-w 
the wry Of elem ſee Numb. 1 8. v. 15,16, 17,18. Tk 
alſo the ff · fruits of Wine, Oyl, and Wool, Dent. . 2. .ye i 
and of A np elſe which the earth brought forth for t 
2 of at Hoc ſt. fruits of the 1 ay x 5. u. 20108 1 
bLevit. 2 ncat-· offeriugr, the ſim o s, the treſpaſſe-bfferinps, b the h 
3. 7.5.7. fferinge,the e pe the 2 bread : * alſo of 
; Let A 'Euchariſticall ſacrifices, "> breaſt and the ſhowlder z of 0 
the ſzonlder and the-two- cheeks, and the m; c and they 5 
RIS a 8. burnt - Offering, they xeceived the „in. d Then adde, that 8 llth ' | 
males of the Tribes bf Iſcael, were to appear thrice y ” 
fore the Lord, and none of them came empty-handed : « : and 
if any had detained any thing in part or in whole, whi = 
due by law, he was to bring a Ramme for an offering, \to mul ' 
good that which was detained, and to adde a fift E to it iD 
the way of recompence, Beſides, theſe duties were . 
the Pries and Levites without charge or trouble. F7 % 
for their own caſe defired not to pay in kinde, but to redeeni 
ſame for a ſimime of money e E 
e Lev. 25. made by he Priaſt 36 and a fifth part added, 88. focee 
2 THe In a word; ſuch and ſo many allowances: 
Prieſts and Levites, that ſetting by the Titherof their com 
cattell, and of all manner of of increaſe; their maintenanbe bj" 
far * that of the Exgiiſb ci ; and adding untb l 
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the Tires of all creatures tithable, it doth more then double it. 
For inthe payment of their Tithes by the Lords appointment, 
there was not only a full tenth of all kinds of increaſe, but ſuch an 
;ampoſicion laid on all kinds of graine, as came to more then a ft 
pare. of the crop it ſelfe: inſomuch that of 6000 buſhels, 1 1 21 ac- 
{crued into the Priefts.and Levites ; 4779. remaining only to the 
* Jusbandman.” For firſt, out of:6000 buſhels (and fo according- 
Ay in all after that proportion) a fixtieth part at leaſt, ſand that 
x ey tearmed the T herumah of the evil cye, or the niggards fir. 
u was to be ſet apart for the firſt- fruits of the threſhing 
+ Aoor ; which was one hundred in the totall. Out of the reſidue, 
being 5900 buſhels, the firſt Tithe payable to the Levites, which 
ed diſperſed and intermingled in the reſt of the Tribes, came 
co 590 buſhels; and of the reſidue being 5310 buſhels, 531 were 
0 paid for the ſecond Tithe unto the Prieſts, which miniſtred be- 
fore the Lord in his holy Temple; yet fo, that ſuch as would de- 
Hine the trouble of carrying it in kinde unto Hieraſalem, might 
up the price thereof in money according tothe eſtimate which 
de Prieſts made of it. To which a fift part being added (as in 
other caſes) did ſo improve this Tithe to the Prieſt; advantage; 
s that ing paid in kind, was but tenne in the hundred, 
being tered into money, made no leſſe then twelve. Now 
naß theſe ſeverall ſums together, and of. 6000 buſhels, as before 
ls ſaid, there will accrew 1121 to the Prieſt and Levite, and 
bur 4779 to the Lord or Tenant. . By which accompt the Prieſts 
& Leitet in the tithing of 6000 buſhels, received twice as much 
+8 within a little, as is poſſeſſed or claimed by the Englis Clergy, 
eren where the Tithes are beſt paid, without any exemptions, 
ws which-are ſo frequent in this Kingdome. | 
But then perhaps it will be ſaid, that the Levites made up 
ins one of the twelve Tribes of ſrael and having no inheritance 
amongſt the reſt but the Tithes and Offerings, beſides the 48 
dtties before mentioned, were to be ſettled in way of mainte- 
nance correſpondent unto that proportion. But ſo (they ſay) it is 
dot in the caſe of the Engliſb Clergy , who are ſo far from being 
one of twelve or thirteen at moſt, that they are hardly one for an 


Khandred : or as a late pamphlet doth infer, not one for ſive hun- f Tithe- 
mig 1 . : 3 | atherers - 
red. Who on this ſuppoſition, that there are 500 men and wo- - Goſpel 


men in a Country pariſh, the lands whereof are worth 2000]. Vlinifte 
Nn B perannum, | 
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The undectiving of the People 2 
aum, and that the AMiniſter away with 400 l. a yer f 
. ſaid two thouſund: en as much fot il | 
his own particular, as any ſixſcote of the pariſh, ſuppoſing them 
to be all poor or all rich alike ; and then cries out againitit-as © 
the greateſt cheat androbberie that was ever ptactiſed. But 5 4 
anſwer unto this is cafie, I would chere were no greatet dif. © 
ficulties to perplex the Church. Firſt, for the Tribe of Levi, its 
plain and evident, that though it paſſe commonly by the name of 
a Tribe, yet was it none of the twelve Tribes of 7/-ael, the houſe 
of ?oſeph being ſub- divided into two whole Tribes, thoſe name · 
ly of Ephraim and Menaſſes, which made up the Twelve, And 
ſecondly, it is as evident, that it fell ſo ſhort of the propartion of 
the other Tribes, as not to make a ſitieth part of the houſe of 9 
cob. For in che general muſter which was ma de of the other 
of men of 20 years and upwards, ſuch onely as were fir for arm 
and ſuch publick ſetvices, the number of them came unto 635500 
fighting men; to which if we ſhould adde all choſe which wert 
under 20. years and unfit for ſervice, the number would at leaſt 
be doubled. But the Levites being all reckoned from à month 
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old and above, their number was but 22000 in all, {of which 
ſee Naw 1. 46. & 3. 39.) which came not n 273. 


as the onely fr ft born of the other Tribes: and when 
the Lord tooke the Levites for the firſi-born of 1/rael, the odde 
273 were redeemed according to the Law, at five forkels a man, 
and the money which amounted to 1365 fbekgls wis given to 
Avon and his ſons, Nam. 7. 47,48.Which ground fo laid atcot- 
ding to the holy Sciptares, jet us next take a view of the Znglih ihe 
Clergy, and allowing but one for every pariſh, there malt bee if 
9725, according to the number of the pariſh Churches; or fay i 
ten thouſand in the totall the reſidue being made up, of Cr] 
officiating in the Chappels of Eaſe throughout the Kingdome: 
and reckoning in all their male children a month old an 
, the number muſt be more then trebled. For although I 
many of the dignified and beneſiced Clergy doe lead ſingle lives, Ie 
yet that defect is liberally ſuppliod by maried ¶ vrate j whkie 
doe officiate under them in their ſeverall Churches. And then 
to the di ſproportion which is ſaid to be between the Cy 
the relt of the people, one to five hundred at the leaſt: the cus · 
putation. 4s-all grounded, the collection work. For firſt, d 
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the paralelin point of maintenance 

ch and the Tribe of Levi 

we next * 

kocation, during . . Fe at the firlt 
mow1ng ; and we ſhall finde, that 
receive Tithes of the 
cir right ; and in the 
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proves Melchiſedechs Prieſthood by theſe two arguments: 


it were in motion to the land of reſt, (in which condition thoſe: 


their lands. And when this cuſteme was laid by; (as poſfiblyitY 
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that he bleſſed Abraham ; and ſecondly, that he rirhed him, wor © 
received Tithes of him. For though id ur Engliſs tranſlation 
it be onely ſaid, that he received Tithes of Abrabam, which might | 
imply that Abraham gave them as a gift, or a free-will-offering, - 
and that Melchiſedech received them in no other ſenſe: yet © 
in the Greekit is SeSexdrwes + ABEαEν,t Which in plain Engliſh 
is, that he tithed Abraham, and tooke them of him as his due, 
Heb. 7. 6. If then our Saviour be'a Prieft after the order of: Mel. 
chiſedech, as no doubt he is, hee mult have power to tithe a 


people as well as to b/:ſſe-them, or elſe he comes not home 
the type or figure : which power of Tithing of the people, or 
receiving Tithes of them, ſince he exereiſeth not in perſon; it 
ſcems to me to follow upon very good conſequence, that he 
hath devolved this part of his power on thoſe whom he hath 
called and àuthoriſed for to b/effe the people. Certain I am, the 
Fathers of the Primitive times, though they enjoyed not Tie: 
in ſpecie, by reaſon that the Church was then unſetled, and as: 


of 7/razl paid no Tithes to Levi) yet they [till kept their claim 
unto them, 'as appeates clearly out of Origen, and ſome other). 
Ancients. And of this truth I thinke no queſtion: need be made 
amongſt knowing men. The onely queſtion will be this, Whether, 
the maintenance which they had till the Tithes were paid, were 
not as chargeable to the people as the Tiches now are (ſuppo- 
ſing that the Tithes were the ſub jects own.) For my patt 
conceive it was, the people of thoſe pious times not thinkinga - 
ny thing too much to beſtow on God, for the incouragement 
of his Miniſters, and the reward of his Prophets. They had not: 
elſe ſold off their Dunds and honſes, and brought the prices of the 
things Which were ſold, and laid them at the Apoſtles feet, as we: 
know:they did, e FF: 4. 34; 3 V but that they meant that the * 
poſtles ſhould ſupply their own wants out of thoſe oblatiom, 
as well as the neceſſities of their poorer brethren. I trow; the 
ſelling of all, and cruſting ie to the diſpenſing of their Tack: 
ers; was matter of more charge to ſuch as had land wid houſe, 
then paying the tenth part, of their houfe-rent; or the Title of 


might end with the Apoliles themſelves) the * hic 
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call Canons, were ſogreat und manifold, that there 
ng neceſſary to the life of man, as honey, milke, fowle, 


hoceeded in the place thereof, and ire) required or injoytied” by 


* 4 


nothi 


geſh, gtapes, corn, oyl, frankincetiſe, fruits of the ſeaſon, yea 


ſſrong drink, and ſweet meats, which was not liberally offered 


eon the Altar, or ob lation Tables: inſomuch as the Author 
of the Book called the Holy T able, name, and thing, &. accor- 
ing to his ſcornfull manner, ſaith of chem, that they were ra- 


ther Pantaries, Larders, or Store- houfes, then ſo. many conſecra- 


"ted Altars. And though he make thoſe Canons but as ſo mary 


Pot: guns, yet as gteat Criticih as himſelfe eſteeme otherwiſe 


"of them, as his Autagbniſt in that quarrell proves ſufficiently, Aud 
s for that particular ¶ anon which requires theſe offerings, it is 


but an exemplification or patticularizing of that which is more 


generally preſcribed by S. Paul, Gal. 6. 6. where he enjoyneth 


him. That is taught to communicate to him that teacheth bim, in 


omnibus bonis, in all his goods, as the Rhemiſts read it very 
"rightly, and not in all geod things as our late tranſlation, Now this 


Iyjenttion reacheth to all ſorts of people, to the poor as well as 


- 


oy 


ere he upbraids 2 wealthy Widow for comming empty-handed, . 


and without her offering to the Aliar of God, and eating of 
that part of the ſacrifice which the poor had offered. g To the g Locuples 


improvement of the maintenance of him that teacheth, not & 4/ver in 
dominicu m, 


door woman alſo was tobring her Mic. They hi 


onely the rich men ere to offer out of their abundancg, but the + 
come home to Saint Paul commandement, which hit) 


it hath been ſrace ; the greateſt numbers of the people being freed 


from Tithe, (becauſe they have no lands from whence Tithes 

are payable) ho could not be diſeharged from the 'communica- 

ton of their goods: and ſubſtanee without a manifeſt neglect of 

FI Siat Pauli In junction. More chen this yet, beſides What was 
ted 
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— 


; Opt ne ſaeri- 
"not ' elſe $cjo venir, 


4 h unto & partem 
ul ſorts of people without any exception; to every one accor. ſ«rificii 


ling to that meaſure of fortune vrhich God hath given him: ag — 
Which clearly ſheweth, that though Fo payment of Tithes fall Comb. Op. 
heavier upon landed men, then pbf *. 

Primitive times, befote the Charch' was iti a condition to de. Eleemoſ. 
mand her rights: yet ſpeaking generally of the people of a 
Church or parih, | muon. Fs greater to them then, than 


bly it might doe in the de pice. & 


Follow. we our ne through ſeverall Countries, and we 
ſhall finde the Clexgy of molt parts in Chrifendyne, either 
more e owed, or elſe maintained with greater 

ject. then the Clexgis of the Church of E 


: * 


y all knowing men. Badin reporteth from tbe mouth of ( 
ſieum d eAlemavnt, one of the Prefidents e- Accompts in Pu, that 
they amonnt to 12 millions, and 300000 of their Livres, which 
is 1230000 |, of our E»gli/4 money; and he himfelfe conceives 
that they poſſeſſe ſeven parts of twelve of the whole Revenues 
of that kingdome, The book inſcribed Comment d* £ftar' gives 
a lower cRimate, and reckoning chat chere are in France 200. 
millions gf. Ar pen, (which is 2, meaſure. lomewhat bigger then 

our Acre) aſfſigoeth 47 millions, which is neer a fourth | 
of the whole, to the Gallicax Clergy. But which of theſe foe- 
ever it be we think fit to. Rand to, it is reſolved by them all that 
the Bai/e- maine, which conſiſts of offerings, Churchings, Barialls, 
Diriges, and ſuch other caſualties, amounteth to as much pe 
amum, as their ſtanding rents : upon which ground, Sir Edwin 
Sandy; computeth their Revenue at ſix millions yearly. In Jay, 
beſides the temporall eſtate of the Popes of Ham the Clogy 
are conceived to have in ſome places a third part of the whole 0 
but in moſt a moyetie. In Spain, the certaine rents of the Arch- 
biſboprick of Toledo, are ſaid to be no leſſe then 300000 Crowns 
per amum; Which is far more then all the Biſhops, Deans, and 


in the point of Tither. 
Febendaries, do poſſeſſe in Exgland. In Germany, the Biſho 
Wh the moſt part are | Fridees dnl} the Conn: of 
bee Churches of fo faire an 7t-ado, and of ſuch eſtimation a- 
'mongſt the people, that the Emperours have thought it no 
tiſparagement to them, to have a Canon place in ſome · of their 
Churches. And as for the Parechial Clergy in theſe three laſt coun- 
tries, eſpecially in Spain and 'Fraly, where the people are more 
cious then they be in Germany, there is no queſtion. bur 
tant che Va and Caſualties ure is beneficiall to them; as the 
Bae · maine is to the French. 
But here perhaps it will be ſaid chat this is nothing unto us 
of the Realm of England, whohave ſhook of the ſuperſtitiont 
of che Church of Rewe , and that our pains is ſpent but to li- 
epa poſe, unleſſe we can make good out Theſis in the Chur- 
ches Proteſtant. We mult therefore caſt about againe : and firſt, 
beginning with France, as before we did, we ſhall finde chat 
parry there, not onely pay their Tirhes 
tothe Beneficiary, who is preſented by the Pat d the Cure 
or ticle; ox to the Church or Monaſtery to he T ithes 
ere ſettled by vn. N but over and above doraiſe an 
C mi thok chat miniſter atnongſt them. Iuſt 
asthe 5b Pi, pay their Ther and duties unto the Prote- 
ſlant Incambent, and yet maintain their own Prieſts too by their 
gifts and offerings; or as the people in ſome places with us in g- 
dard, doe pay their tithes unto che Parſon or Vicar whom the 
Law ſets over them, and raiſe a contribution alſo for their Le- 
Aarer, whom they ſet over themſelves, In other Countries where 
the fapream Governours are Reformed or Proteffant, the caſe is 
fomewhar better with the common people, although not gene- 
rally fo eaſie as with us in England. For there the Tithes are 
taken up by the Prince or State, and yeatly penfions aſſigned 
out of them to maintain the Ainiſters; which for the moſt part 
are ſo ſmall, and fo far ſhort of a Comperencie (though by that 
name they love to call it) chat the Subject having paid his Tirhes 
to the Prince or State, is fainto adde ſomething out of his parſe, 
towards the mending of the Stipend. Beſides, chere being for 
the moſt part in every 'Oburch two diſtinct forts of Minifters, 
that is to ſay, a Paffor who harh Cure of ſouls, and performes 


. = 0 FT 
* 


all Miniſterial offices in his congregation ; and a Doctor (like 
our 
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medleth. —— che Word. The e — hath his m—_ 
from the publick tresſurie; the Door being — 
ly (as Lam credibly informed) ) at the charge of 


that not onely by the hounty or benevolence M nie wn Nl 


in the way of Contribution, from which no ſort. of people of 


what rank ſoever, (but ſuch as live on alms or the poor ma 
bos) s co be exempted. But this is onely in the Churches of © Cabs 


form, thoſe of the Zutheras party in Dentbark; Arth 
12 15 high Germany, having their Tiches 2nd Glebe 


had before; and fo wack more in offeringt then with us in. E 


lard, by how- much they come neerer * Church of 


both in their praiſe and Opinions, {eſpecially in the point as 
the holy Sacrament) then the Hugliſt doe. And 28 for our tle 


e of: the Kirk of Scotland, who. cannot be ſo 


by x. true born Enghſh man, the Tithes being dec 


part on "ye 204 houſes, came in their fall, unto 

* an j9 | ma third was grantedito maintaim 

ba Aloud while the Tiches remained in the 

wn, enn morſe chen, alienated to the me: of private Gen. 
tlemen, hat. the greateſt. part of the burden for ſupport of the 
Miniſtrie, lay in the way of cuntributiom, on the backs of the © 


people. And 35 one ill example doth beget another, ſuch 


Lords and Gentlemen as had right to preſent to Churches, 


following the "ſteps of thoſe who held the Tirhes from the 


Crown, ſoon made lay-fees of all the Tithes of their own de- 


1 left the Freſentec ſuch a ſorry pittance, as made 


him bufthenſome to his neighbours for his better mainte 


Haqw.it ſtands with them now ſince theſe late alterations, thoſe 


wh6 have tock the National covenant, and 1 preſume are well 


acquiinted- With; the Diſcipline and eſtate of the Scotts/o Kirk. 
(which they have bound themſehes to defend and keep) arce 


better able to reſolve us. And ſo much for the proof of 


bring good evidence for the ſecond alſo: which is, 
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fut propoſition, namely, That never any Clergie in the Chuck 
of God, hath been, or is maintained with lefle charge of the 
Suljelt, then the eſtabliſhed Clergie of the Church of England, 
And yet the proof hereof will be more convincing, if we can 


IM isthaokfull for ir. Such profits, as come in by 
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KL who payeth any : i gef his owne towards the mainte- 
* 2 and ſupport of his Pariſh Miniſter, bu; .his Eaſter- 
WW | offering. Freda, your, wk Yah 
And that is a Paradox indeed, will the Reader. ſay. Is it not 
Mible to the eye, that the Clergie have the tenth: part of our 
corn and cattell, and of other the increaſe and fruits of the 
earth ? Doe not the people give them the tenth part of their e- 
5 En, mich one of my pamphlets ? Have they not all their 
| livelihoods ont of our purſes, ſaith another of them ? Aſſuredly 
 teicher ſo, nor ſo. All that the Clergie doth receive from the 
purſe of the Subject, for all the paines be takes amongſt them, 
is two pence at Eaſter. He claims no more than this as due, 
unleſſe che cuſtome of the place, (as I. think in ſome parts it is) 
*bring it up to fix pence. If any thing be given him over 
"this' by ſome bountifull hand, he cakes it for a favour, and 
Hig nage, Chur- 

 chings, and Funtral Sermons, as they are generally ſmall — 
þat accidentall : ſo he is bound unto ſome ſpecialb-ſervice” and 
ntendance for it. His conſtant ſtanding fee; which properly 
may be ſaid to come out of the Subjects purſe for the admi- 


— 


ration of the Word and Sacraments, is nothing but the ga- 


* 


er offering. The Tithes are legally his own, not given unto 
Im by the Subject, as is now pretended, but — unto him 
Ls rent. charge laid upon the land; and that before the Sub- 
np Lord or Tenant, had any thing to do in the land at all, 
For as I am informed by Sit Ed: Coke in his Comment upon 
Littletons Tenures, li. 1. cap. 9. Sect. 73, fol. 58. It appeareth by 
the Law, and Ordinances of ancient | Kings, and. ſpecially of R ing 
Alfred, char the firſt King of this Realm badal the land; of Eng- 

land in Demeſne, and les grands manours & royalties, they reſer- 
- Wh ved to themſelves, and With the remnant they for the defence of 
„ Realm enfeoffed the Barons of the Realm with ſuch juriſ- 
ion 4; the court Baron now hath. So he, the profeſſed Cham- 
ion of the Common laws. And at this time it was, when 


Arche lands in England were the Kings Demeſne; that E. 


tbelwolph, the ſecond Monarch of the Saxon race (his fathers © 
ert being the firſt which brought the former Heptarchie | 

det one ſole Prince) conferred _ T ithes of all the kingdome 

* upon 
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Ingulph. 


k Decimauit de omni 


ward. 


110 & tributo liberauit, 


Animæ ſue BY 
& trino Deo immolgus. 


gorn. 


quis vero mae - vel 
fer ee Trib 


14 . 
3 
bot of Crowl; 


i Anno 855. Rex Ethclwulfus, omnium 


Graphio in Cyuce Chriſta, 


by them ſent to be 


=- oo - 


Prælatorum & Principum ſuorum qui 
ſub ipſo var | Provincihs totius 2 
praecrant grauito (unſenſu, zunc primo 
cum dccimis terrarum , bonorum alio- 
rum ſrve catallorum, imiverſam dotavit 
Eccleſram per ſuum Regium Chirographum, 


pofſeſſhone ſug in CAP. 
partem Domini, & inuniverſo gi mine 
Principatus ' ſus fo conſtitutt. 


thel- 


| eE thelwulphus Rex. decimam ict 
Regni ſui purtem, ab omni Regali ſervi- 


n [empiterno 
| 
uni 


Florent. Wi- 


m Totam terram ſuam groptey amorem 


Dei & Redemptionem 41 oper Eecleſiarum 
lecimauit. Henr Huntingd. 


n. xi augere voluerit noſtrã denationem, 
aka, Den 4 45 profÞeros ; 


* 
4 - 
* 


The * People be 
y his royal Of which, thus Ingulpb 


an old Saxon writer: i A». 655. (which was 
te 1$ of his reign) King Ethelwulph 


with the conſent of his Profates & Prin. 
ces Which ruled in England under him 
in their ſe uerall Provences, did fir in- 
rich the Church of England with- the 
tithes of all his lands and goods, by bi 
Charter Royall. Ethelward, an old 
Saxon, and of the bloud Royall, doth 
eſſe jt thus 1; : He gave the tiths of 
bu peſſeſſions tor the Lords oWn portion, 
and ordered it to be ſo in all the parts 
of the Kingdome under bis command, 
Florence of Worceſter in theſe words: 
1 King Erhalwolfe for the Redemption of 
his own faul, and the ſouls of bis Predi- 
ceſſor ;, diſcharged the tenth part of hi 
Realm of aff tributes and ſervices due 
unto the Crown, and by hu perpetual 
(harter figned with the ſigne of the 
Croſle offered it tothe three-one God. 
Roger of Hovenden hath it in the ſelfe 
ſame words; and Huutingdon more 
briefly thus; m that for the love of God, 
and the redemption of his ſonl, he tithid 


his whole daminiont to the uſe of the Church. But what need 
ſearch be made into ſo many Authors, when the Charter it ſelſt 
is extant in old Abbot Ingulpb, and in Afatthew of Weſtmine 
Fer, and in the Leiger book of the Abbey of Abingdon? which 
Charter being offered by the King on the Altar at Yinchefter, 

in the preſence of his Bun was received by the Bibops, and 
publiſhed in all the Churches of their ſeverall 
Dioceſſes: a clauſe being added by the King (ſaith-the Book of 


Abingdon) that Whoſorver added to the 
gift n, God would pleaſe to proffer and 


afunp.. #17 24/6 bis dayes ; bus that if am did 


inen Protfionp- 
C laifti reddituris 


ration? niß pris ſaui ſaltimis emendaverit. be called to an account for it 'as Chriſt 


preſume to diminiſh the ſame, he Hu 


fo. 


* 


1 
1. 


hy 


In the potor of n 


dren yr PIMP rat alien In Whit. 
; — 2 the — — * p 
— favouring of the errour of thoſe darker times, touching the we- 


rm of good works ; yet the authorities are ſtrong and moſt con- 


fore they were diſtributed 


hands of tenants, as that which was in the 
himſelfe, the words before alleged doe moſt plainly: evidence, 
| Where it is ſaid that he gave the teh of alt his Lanida; 25 Ing; 


vincing for: confirmation of the point which we have in hand. 
Now that the King charged all the lend of the Kingdome 


with the payment of ziches, and not that onely which he held 
in his own poſſeſſion, is evident both by that which was ſaid 
before from Sir Edw : Coke, and by the ſevetall paſſages of the 


former Authors. For if all the lands in the kingdome were 
the Kings Demeſnes, and the King conferred the tithes of all 


bis lands on the Church of God, it mult follow thereupon 


that all che lands of the Realm were charged with riches be- 
the Barons for defence of 
the kingdome. And that the lands of the whole Realm were 
thus charged with #iches, as well that which was partcd in the 
occupancy of the King 


the ricbe of his whole land, as Henry of Hamingden ; the tent 


pet of his whole ki 


comptants to the King, whoſe the whole land was. And 
though it ſeermsiby: Ig 


fu Ræx dedir decimam. 


tenth part of the lands throughout the kingdome, in the Char. 
ter it ſelfe. And finally, in the Book of &Fdingden, the Charter is. 
uſhered in with this following title, ui. ao 'Ethelvvol-' 
regi ſai 8echfiw; that is co ſay, 
how Ethel wolf gave unto the Church the tenth part of his king- 
deme. This makes it evident, that the King did not onely give 


de faddo, the tithe or the tenth part of his mbale Realms to the uſe 


the Clergy; but that he bad a right and a power to do it; 


u being not onely aht Lord Paramaum, but the Proprictary of 
che whole lands 3 Lords and great men of the Realm not ha- 


ving then a propetty or eſtates of permanency, but as ac- 


þ their conſents were asked, and that 


they gave a fret conſent to che Kings Donation; yet wag This 


but A matter of form, and not ſimpiy aden, their pere 
U | 


and conſent being only asked iche the King was not 
willing to doe any thing to the diſheriſon of his Crown, wich- 
out che liking and conſent of 9 ur. that having their 


con-; 


paſſages, us there is ſomewhat 


ne, as in Florence of Worceſter 5 the © 
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The undtstiving of the frople 

conſent and approbation, they ſhould. bee barred from 
pleading any Tenent-right, and be obliged to ſtand in mainte- 
nance and defence thereof againſt all pretenders. And this ap. 
pears yet further by a Law of King Atbelſtanes, made in the year: 
930, about which time not only the Prelates of the Church as for- 
merly, but the great men of the Realm, began to be ſetled ine. 
ſtates of permanency, and to claim a property in thoſe lands 
which they held of the Crown; and claiming, ſo begun (it ſeems) 
to make bold to ſubduct their tithes. For remedy whereof, the 
King made this Law, commanding all his Miniſters throughout 
the kingdome, that in the firſt place they ſhould pay the tithes o of 
his ewn eſtate, (that is to ſay, that which he held in his own hands, 
and had not eſtated out to his Lords and Barons) and that the Bi. 
ſhops did the liłę of that Which they held in right of their Churches, 
and his Nobles aud Officers of that which they held in property, as 
their on poſſeſſions or inherit auce. By which we find that tithes 
were granted to the {ergy out of all the lands in the kingdome, 
and the perpetuall payment of them laid as a rent · charge on the 
ſame by the bounty. and munificence of the ficſt Aonarchus of this 
Realm, before any part thereof was demiſed to others. - And if 
perhaps ſome of the great men of the Realm had eſtates in proper. 
ty (as certainly there were but few, if any, which had any ſuch e- 
ſtates in the times we ſpeake of) they charged the ſame with 
tithes by their own-conſent, before they did tranſmit them to the 
hands of the Gentry, or any who now. claim. to lay. hold under 
chem. | 10 A Won 

So then, the land being charged thus with the payment of 
tither, came with this clog unto the Lords and great men of the 


— 


Realm; and being ſo charged with :#hts by the Kings and 


Nobles, have been tranſmitted and paſſed over from one hand 
to another, untill. they. came to. the poſſeſſion of the preſent 
owners, Who wha er right they have to the other nine 
parts, either of fee-fimple,. leaſe, or copy; have certainly none 
at all in the tithꝭ or ti, which is no more theirs; or to be ſo 
thought of, than the other nine parts are the Clergier, Fot 


whether they hold their. lands at an yearly. rent, or have them 


in fee, or for tearm of life, or in any other tenure whatſoever 


it be, they hold them, and they purchaſed them on this tacite 


condition, that beſides the rem and ſervices which they pay 0 
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tlie Lord, they are to pay unto the Clem 
do ſucceed in the Clergits right, a tenth of all the fruits of the 
earth, and of the fruits of their cattell, and all creatures nit he- 


Wy 
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a Fa 


den Mt pom "of Tithes. 1 


ie, or unto the m who 


able, unleſſe ſome ancient cuſtome or preſcription doe diſ- 
charge them of it. And more then ſo, whether they hold by 


yearly rent, or by right of purchaſe, they hold it at leſſe rent by 


far, and buy it at far cheaper rates, becauſe the land it ſelfe 


and the ſtock upon it is chargeable with t ithes, as: before was 


faid; than they would doe, or could in reaſon think to doe, were 
the land free from riches, as in ſome places of this Realm it is. 
To make this clearer by example of an houſe in London, where, 
according to the rent which this houſe is ſet at, the AMiniſter 
hath 2 5.9 d. out of every; pound in the name of a tithe : Sup- 


poſe we that the tent of the houſe be 50 l. the Aſiriſters due ac. 


cording unto that proportion, comes to 6 J. 17 U. 6 d. yearly; 
which were it not pꝛid, and to be paid by law to the Pariſb. 
Nliniſter, there is no queſtion: to be made, but that the Land- 
lord of the houſe would 7 have raiſed his rent, and not con- 
rent himſelfe with the 50 l. but look for 56 l. 17. & d. which is 
the hole rent paid,” though to divert hands. And if this kpuſe 


vere to be ſold at 16 years purchaſe, the Grantee could expect 


no more then 800 l. becauſe there is a rent of 6 l. 17 8. and 6 d. 
teſerved to the Miniſter by Law, which is to be conſidered in 
the Gale: thereof; whereas if no ſuch vet or titbe were to iſſue 
out of it, he would have as many years purchaſe for the ſum me 


remaining; vrhich would. inhaunce the price 1 20 l. higher than 


before it was. Now by this ſtandard we may judge of the caſe 


of lands, though by reaſon of the difference of the ſoil, the 


well or illhusbanding of grounds; and the greatnefle or ſmalneſſe 
of the ſtock; vrhich is kept upon them, it cannot be reduced to ſo 
clear a certammty. But whatſoever the full tit he of all be worth to 


the Miniſter, we may und oubtedly conclu de, that if fo much as 


the tithe comes to yearly; were not paid to him, the Landlord 
would gain it in his rent, and che Grantee get it in the ſale: no 
benefit at all: redouoding to the Tenant by it, nor any unto him 
that buycth it. Ortif wr williſuppoſe with one of my pam- 
— (and let it be ſuppoſed this oncè for our better procee- 


Aing) that he O. officiarer-in a pariſly where riches ate piid 
in Kind without any ſubſtractions, dna fift part of every 
TH 


3 lan- 
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per amm B Trnambe he which he vrilmaype: 


ficively build on this ĩn his better thoughts, four 

twenty were not paid to the AMiuiter, the Ten mult pay to his 
Landlord, and the Purchaſer mult buy it at the ſame rates, as he 
did the reſt of the land. But being that neither the T nam pas 
rent for it, nor the Parchaſer hath it in his grant from him that 
ſelleth the land unto him: the tithe of the increaſe of their land 
and ſtock, and other creatures titheable in their poſſeſſion can be 
none of their own ; ; but muſt be his, and onely his, whom the mu- 
nificence of Kings and Princes, confirmed by ſo many Laws and 
Statutes, have conferred it on. Hu part indeed it is, not aura, (not 
the teuth part of aur eftates, as my pamphlet faith) & he receives it 

of us as a rent or duty, tranſmitted to us with the land from one 
hand to another; not as a matter of gift, or am act of courteſie. 


Iehen we pay not any thing of our own to the Pœiß· Ad. 


_ nifter, which ariſeth to him from the increaſe of corn and cat- 


p As in the 
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led Tiche- 
gatherers 
noGoſpel- 


officers. 


tell. and other creatures tit haable by the Law of the Land; I think 
it cannot be- affirmed by diſcerning men, who are not led afide 
by prejudice and ptepoſſeſſione, that we give any thing at all of 
ow wn unto them, more than our Baer. offering, be it more ot 
leſſe. Tis true, ſome Statutes have been made about the pay- 
ment of perſonal tithes, out of the gains ariſing in the of 
trade: and I'remember Dr Jargeſſe writ a book about it, for u 
he ſtands 2s highly cenſured by the. Zdeperident p, as for other 
by thoſe of the Prelaticaf party. But then Ithink ĩt ĩs as 
true, that either thoſe Statutes were drawn vp with ſuch refer. 
vations, Or men of trades have been fo backward to conform un- 
to them, that litle or no benefit bath redonnded: by them to 
the Pariſee Anifter, more than to ſhew the good — 
which the Parliament: of thoſe times had unto the ¶ lergis. And 
if we pay nothing of our ow». towards the maintenance of the 
Clreentof th the increaſe of our grounds and ſtock, as I have 
piainly proved we doe not; and that no benefit come unto them 
from the gains of trading, 25 I think there comes not: ifithoſo 


ens uailes and caſualties which redound unto him from Murſs 


and the like occahions, be given unto him ſot 
ind ſpeciall ſervice which he doth perform, and not for his 


adeniciltration of — and Sacraments ; I hope myiſecond 
5 Pro. 


* Propoſition hath been proved ſufficiently, namely, that there is 
0 man in the kingdome of  Exglard who payeth any thing 
| of his own towards the maintenance of his Pariſ5- Miniſter, but 
n If ſo, as ſo it is for certain, there hath beene 
lle ground for ſo great a clamonr as hath been lately raiſed a- 
bout this particular : leſſe reaſon to ſubdu or to change that 
maintenance which the piety of our Kings have given, and the 
indulgence of ſucceeding Princes have confirmed in Parliament, 
wichom any charge unto the ſubject. Which change, though 
poſſibly ſome ſpecious colours may be put unto it, will neither be 
really beneficiall to the ¶ Iergy or Laity. And that conducts me on 
to my laſt Propoſition, vic. | | 
III. Tha the change of Tithes into Stipends will brin 
greater trouble to the Clergy, than is yet confidered ; je. 
F far leſſe profit to the Countrey, than is now pretended. 
Tkbis is a double Propoſition, and therefore malt be looked on 
in its ſeverall parts: ficſt, in relation to the Clergie, whoſe caſe 
is very much pretended, and next in reference to the Occupant, [| 
whoſe proſit onely is intended in the change deſired, It is pre- it 
tended for the Clergis q, to be a very difficult thing to know the q As in the 
does demandable of their ſeveral pariſhes , that it makerh thim Kentiſh 'Þ 
0 much given unto worldly things, by looking after the inning and Peti ion | 
threſhing out of their corn; and doth occafion many ſcandalous and and other 
\ vexations ſutes betWixt them and their neighbonys : all which _—_ * 
they think will be avoided, in caſe the Miniſters were reduced to * 
ſome an ſtipend. And to this end it is propounded by the 
Army in their late Propoſali, that the wnequal, troubleſome, aud 
contentions way of Miniſters maintenance by Tithes, may be conſi- 
dered of, (in Parliament) and a remedy applied unto it. But under 
favour of the Army, and of all thoſe who have contrived the late 
Petitions to that purpoſe, I cannot ſee but that the way of main- 
tenance by anuuall ſtipends will be as troubleſome, unequall, 
and cotentious too, as that of Tithes by Law eſtabliſhed ; e- : 
ſpecially if thoſe annuall ſtipends be raiſed according to the 1 
platform which is now in hand. For, as far as ] am able to judge | 
by that which I have ſeen and heard from the chief contrivers,the * 
defign is this, A valuation to be made of every benefice over 25 
all the kingdome, according to the worth thereof one year with 
another ; a yearly ſumme according to that valuation to be 
| | raiſed. 
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raiſed upon the lands of every [pariſh ,- which nom ſtand N 
chargeable with Tithes ; the money ſo aſſeſſed and levied; ta 


be btought into one common trexſurie in each ſeveral] Coy 
ty and committed to the hands of ſpeciall 7-»fees hereun- 


to appointed; and finally, that thoſe Traſtees doe iſſue out 


each halfe year ſuch allowances to the <Mimſters of the ſeve- 
rall Pariſhes, reſpect being had unto the deſerts of the perſon 


and the charge of his family, as they think fitteſt : yet ſo, that tha 
Impropriatour be firſt fully ſatisfied according to the eſtimate of 
their Tithes and Glehe. This is the ſubſtance of the project. And if 


the moneys be aſſeſſed in the way propoſed, only upon the landed 
men, whether Lords or Tenants, and not upon Artificers, handi- 
crafts, and men of myſterious trades, who receive equall benefit 
by the Miniſters labours ; the way of maintenance by ftipends will 


be as unequall altogether, as by that of tithes. And if it be but 
as unequall, I am ſure it will be far more troubleſome. For now ' 
the Miniſter or Incumbent hath no more to doe, but to ſee his 


corn brought in and houſed (being to be cut and cocked to his 
hand both by law and cuſtome) and being bronght in, either 


to ſpend it in his houſe, or ſell the reſidue thereof to buy o- 


ther proviſions, 'Which if he think too great an avocation 
from his ſtudies, he may put over to his wife, or ſome truſty 
ſervant , as Gentlemen of greater fortunes doe unto their Ba- 
li. And I my felfe know divers C lergie men of good note and 
quality, to whom the taking up of Tithes brings no greater 
trouble, than once a month to look over the accompts of their 
ſervants : beſides, that many of chem, keeping no more in their 
hands, than what will ſerve for the neceſſary expence of houſ. 
hold, let out the reſt unto ſome neighbour at an yearly rent. 
But when the Tithes are turned to money, and that the Miniſter 
hath neither corn nor hay, nor any other proviſion for ex- 
pence of houſhould, but what he buyeth by the penny: 
what an unreaſonable trouble muſt it needs prove to him to 
trudge from one market to another, for every bit of bread he 
eats, and every handfull of malt which he is to ſpend? And if corn 
happen to be dear, (as it is at this preſent) one quarter of a 
years proviſions bought at the price of the market, may eat out 
his whole years allowance, Beſides, I would fain learn, for I know 
not yet, whether the valuation be to be made yearly, and to hold 
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valuation once made be to hold for ever, which is I think the true 
iatent of the d ; I would fain know, in caſe the price of 
ul commodities id riſe as much by the end of the next hun- 
dted years, as ithath done in the laſt, and ſo the next hun- 
, Ureds after that; how ſcant a Nx, the poor Miniſter will 
have in time, for the ſubſiſtence of himſelfe and his This amy. charge. 
For ſince the 26 of King Hui che 8th when a ſurvay was taken 
of all the ſpititunll in this kingdome, the clear 
'N yearly value of eich returned into the Court of the Ex — mph 
dee prices of commodities have been ſo inhavnced, that 
Beaefices been improved propottionably, but held unto the va 
- tuatrion which is there recorded, the (Miuiſtery in generall had 
buen ſo-poor, 16 atterly unable to have gone to the price of the 
ny muſt have digged or begged for an tmngry 
live 
Asad yet wie doe not Tee un end of the miſthief neither ; for 
when the Ti#bes ure 11 2 ſum of money, and the money 
brought into a common of Truafory, the. the Aoniſter will bee 
ſute ro undergo x certain tofſe, and be vexed with more uncertain 
troubles, For when this Clergit-office is once erected und ſetled in 
a conſtant courſe-or method, as all offices be; there muſt be Trea- 
ſurers, Receivers, Tellers, Auditour s, beſides under-offices, in 
euch ſeverall Countie : every of which will look to have ſome 
' benefit by his place and office, if not his whole ſubſiſtence by ir. 
And I would fain row of theſe gtund Prejrctori, by that time 
one of theſe Cooks hark licked his fingers, and cath Cer- 
bers hath had his mouch full; how pitiftilly ſhort the Common 
muſt needs prove to the kunpry Cleryie, who are to live on the 


rronble'be as great us the lofſe, and no leſſe certam too, though 
it be uncertain, For when the pobt Cle. - to 
rereive his ho many pat-offs ſhall he finde, ere he Tpeed 
ol hisbufinefſe, For either Mr wir ata add ads} br the 


Mo- 


ty, till they have liſt and leiſure to — re it for hit, But if the 


remainder. Now as the loſſe is more than certain, ſo will the - 
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money is not pet come in, or better men then he maſt bi 
him: and having danced a fortnight in this a 
poſſibly be forced to a compoſition, and take egs for his 


elfe pay very dearly for his expedition. Sueh courſes haviem 


formerly complained of in the Kings Exchequer ; Committees in 
the Countrey are not free from the like complaints: and much 
I feare, leſt this new office prove as full of delaies and trouble (for 


the beſt of ug are but men, and ſubje to corrupt affections) a: 


either of the others have been found to be. But then, if Me Trea. 
ſurer have a further power either of augmentation or of dimi. 
nution, according as he judgeth. of the ¶QAlini ters diligence, or 
looks upon him in reſpect of his charge and family: what 4 
baſe vaſſallage and thraldome muſt the poore Clergie man be 


brought to, in having ſuch a Super- Intendent, to judge of his 


parts and diligence, or to aſſigne him an allowance for his wife 


and children? How punctually muſt Mr Treaſurer be attended 
and crouched unto, gifted, and bribed from time to time, either 
in hope to have the yearly Stipend mended, or elſe for feare to 
have it leſſned? The Chaucellors were thought to Lord it with 
too high an inſolency, when the poor Country- Aliniſßten did ap- 
pear before them. But theſe who are to be the bag, and upon 
whom the Clergie muſt depend for 2 poor ſubſiſtence, will be 
ſure to Lord it over them with contempt enough; more than the 
Chancellor or Biſhop in the worſt times of theit Government: in 
caſe at laſt they do not think all waſt which is given to Chriſt, un- 
der pretence of keeping it for more pious 3 what a trouble 
and vexation to ingenuous minds this muſt needs he thought, let 
the Reader judge, 


So then, the way of Miniſters maintenance by yearly Stipend: 


being as une qual, and more trenbleſome then that of Tithes; let 


us next ſee whether it may not prove as contentions alſo. Tis 
true indeed, there have been many ſuits in the Courts of a. 
minſter, between ſome Incumbents and their neighbours about 
matter of Tita; but if it be examined where the fault lieth 
moſt ,. I doubt it will be rather found to proceed out of cove- 
touſneſſe in ſome pariſhioners, than any difficulty in diſcovering 
the demandable dues, or any contentiguſneſle in the Admiſters. 
For many Count 


| rey people reckoning all good gains of which 
they can defraud the Parſon, are age enough on all occaſi 
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to ſubduft-their Tither, and either to pretend cuſtomes, or 
"plead preſcriptions, to decline the payment. And though they 
commonly attempt it firſt in ſuch trifling mattert, as are not 
conſiderable in themſelves, and would bring a ſcandall on the 
Miniſter, ſhould he be too ſtrict, and trouble them fo matters 
ol ſo ſleight a nature: yet when he looks upon the conſequent, 
-  and;ghat the withholding or ſubducting of thoſe petit Tithes, 
i but to make a way for the reſt to follow; hee findes more 
” reaſon to inſiſt on punctuall payment, then otherwiſe the 
nature of the thing would bear. And if a ſuit enſue upon it, 
I ſee not why'it ſhould be charged upon the Hinifter, who is 
- accomptable to God, the Church, and his whole ſucceſſion, from 
any diminntion of the Churches rights, by his remiſneſſe or con- 
.nivence; But whereſoever the fault lies, contentions - ſuits doe 
- ſometimes . happen, there is no queſtion of it. And can we 
think contentions will not alſo riſè about the payment of the 
Stipends? Some men conceive themſelves to be over-rated, o- 
thers are apt enough to think that the 77ade/man who gets more 
by his Shop, than they doe by the Plongh, (ſhould be as liable as 
themſelves to this common burden ; and ſome beleeving that no 
Tithes are dne at all, will-neither pay in kind, or money. Some 
courſe muſt then be taken to inforce a payment, where pay- 
ment is denyed upon theſe pretentions : and there is no compul. 
five courſe without ſome contention. And then ſuppoſing that 
ſome courſe muſt be taken to inforce a payment, (as I can 
ſee no hope how. it wil be avoyded) I. wonld-next know by 
whom this courſe mult be purſued. If by the Truſtees for the 
County, they will be like to prove but ill ſolicitors in another 
mon ay as being to get nothing but their pains for their 
labour ; beſides that, ſpending, as they mult, on the common 


+ Rock (and men we know, are very apt to cut large thongs out of 


another mans leather) the bill of charges for one ſuit, may poſ- 
ſibly devour the fruits of the whole Benefice. If by. the Aini- 
Her himſelfe, as it is moſt likely, we are but where we were be- 
fore, and by avoyding one contention for Tithes in kind, the Mi- 
niſter muſt be ingaged in another for Tithes in money, which 
comes all to one. For that ſuch ſuits will follow on this alte- 
ration, I look on as a matter unavoidable ; conſidering eſpecial- 
ly, how infinitely the nn , who aimes at nothing jo 
Wo 2 the 
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The nu vfde People * 
the \bre ka gen or profic/nill finde da if decefied ofhi . 


and conſequently will be more ſtubborn and untra· 
Able wyhen he ſeetch his errour. 


For that che change of 75thes into a Stipends will not be 
ſo mach gnto his ws he doth expect, & hath been intimated. 
to him by ſome leading men, who have che hammeting of the 
plot will ＋ * — Ar —— that n 
is prerended openly in the alteration, the @ccapant:m 
ol avs Fither ut à certain rent; und not be troubled — 
peſct till the Parſon comes to ſet out his dues. But 1 know too, 

that generally they have been fed with a ſecret hope, that if the 
Parkament prevailed in the preſent war, they then ſhould pay 
no Tithes i all, but every man of what eftate or trade ſoever, 
ſh6uld be contributory to che — the Miniſters mainte - 
led aig th che ny _—_ 10 m— 8 of Hel. 
land: them, l proſpered in wean | 
the King of Spain (which * in hand) they ſhould py IF 
0 Tithes unte their Miniſters ; and in the mean time that the 
T tbes ſhould be taken up towards the maintenance of the watte 
for the common liberty. But when the war was brought to ſo 
faire an iſſue, that the Booy thought to be 'exempred from the 
payment of 7iches : Anſwer was'made, that they ſhould pay none 
to the Miniſter as they had done formerly, whereby their Mu- 
ſters in effect were become their Maſters ;' but that the Ti4hes were: 
ſo- conſiderable à Revenue, that the Save could not poſſibly. 
ſubſiſt withour them; that therefore they muſt be content to 
pay them to che States Commiſſioners, as they had done hither- 
to, and that the my 2 due — maintain a A. 

means oe not onely pay their Tias 
. 4 but ſeeing how ſhort the allowance 
made their Miniſtors, doth come of. that which ſorne are plex. 
ſed ro'call'a competency,” they are conſtrained (as it were) out 
of eommon charity, if not compelled thereto by Order, to con- 
tribute over and above, with the reſt of the people, for the 
improvement and inereaſe of the Ffimfers penſion, And ſoit 
wis in Scotlandalfo , after che Lords of new oveftion had Hs ora 
the Tuben. I cannor ſay tit — is . ſuch deſign 
nen the Niles to the Comms (chough if they * taken — 


"the Chrgiethey ought of common * to returne againe _ 4 


the Crown, from whence they- came) But I dare fay the Land- 
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* holder will conceive himſelfe av much defrauded of his expect. 
tion, as if there was : and when he findes, that in ſtead of pay. 


by 


by 
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ing no Tithes at all, he is to pi a valuable conſideration in 
money for them, will think himſelfe ſo far from being 1 


to the Dudertalers of this project, that he will think the ol 


* way better, and more eaſie to him. His 


he accompts his 


en, and parts as ſadly from it as from ſo much of his bloud.. 


The Tithes he looks upon as another mans , which never were 


in his poſſeſſion, or to be reckoned of as a part of himſelfe; and 
* MW theretors 


lets them goe withont griefe or trouble. And I have 


| marked it commonly amongſt my neighbours (who I beleeve are 

of the ſame temper with other Occapents)that the ſame men who 

took no thought for parting with their Tithas in kindes, having 

' W compounded for them at a rate in money, invented mere delays, 
und made more excuſes, to put the payment off for a weeke or 


two, and ſo from one day to another, than for the payment of 
their Tithes in all their life time. So dear a ching is money to 


us Countrey people, chat he who ſhall perſwade us to redeem a 


inconvenience with A reall and a conſtant expence of 


- treaſure, will be counted but an evil Connſallor, A viſible: e- 


yidence whereof we have now amongſt us. For though the 
* guertering of Sauldiers be the heavieſt bondage that ever a free- 


Dorn people did languiſh under, and ſuch as men of meanes and 


| quality would buy ont upon any tearms : yet generally the 


My inference here 
all 'Benefice 


will be true and reall to the worth, or not. If not, it may re- 


- 
. 


ly as their fathers did. 


D;z Andi 


- Congtrey-man had rather make himſelfe a flave, and his wife a: 
- drudge, and let them ſpend upon his victualls, than part with: 

money to remove them to ſome other place. 
upon is this; either the valuation of each 


ound indeed to the Ploughmans profit, but then it comes ac-- 
©. compaticd: with a pab lick fraud, which I beleeve no Chriſtian 

State will be guilty of. And on the other ſide, if the rates be 
made according to the full worth of the Beneſice, it will be 
lietle to the ꝓtoſit of the Husbandman; who might have far- 
med his it hes as cheap of the Parſon or Vicar z- beſides the hearts- 
fit: will be unto many of them to part with ready money, 
thing of convenience, without which they-might live as hap» 
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And if it be not to the profic of the Ploughman this way, ! 
am ſure that in another 5 4 will not be ta his e 
profit either. For taking it for granted, as I think I may, char! 
have hit on the deſigne which is now on foot, that is to ſay; cht 
the yearly profits of each Benefice in every County, be brought 
into one common bank or treaſury within the County, and then 
diſpoſed of by Tr7»ſtees, according as they judge of the deſerts of 
the perſon, and take into conſideration his family- charge: it 
may ſo happen, (and will doubtleſſe) that in a pariſh where the 
tax or ſeſſement cometh to 400 |. per annum, the Miniſter may 
not be allowed above an hundred. The reſidue will be wholly * 
in Mr Treaſurers power, either to feaſt with his friends, or 
Ny up for his children; or at the beſt to ſetle it on ſuch who 
relate unto him, or can make means and friends to enlarge 
their penſions, though ſuch perhaps as were never ſeen nor heard  * 
of by the pariſt, whence the mony comes. And if men think it as 
it is, an ill peece of husbandry, to have the ſoil carried off their 
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own land, and laid on anothers, to the itnpoveriſhing of theie 


own, and enriching of his: I cannot ſee but that it will 
be thought a worſe peece of husbandry, and prove of very ill 

digeſtion to molt Countrey ſtomacks ; to have the fat oftheir | 
livings carried to another place, and given unto a man whom 
they never ſaw, and who is never like to feed their ſoules with 
the bread of life, or their bodies with the life of bread : their 
own poor. Miniſter mean while, from whom tſiey have reaſon 
to expect it, being ſo diſconraged and impoveriſhed that he can 


doe neither. For whereas thoſe who were poſſeſſed of the rich- 


er benefices, did uſe to keep good hoſpitality, to entertain their 
neighbours and relieve their poor, and doe many other good 


offices-amongſt them as occaſion ſerved, both to the benefit - 


and comfort of all forts of pariſ6ioners : it may ſo happen, and 
it will (as before I ſaid )- that the ¶Niniſter may be ſo ill befrien- 
ded by Mr Treaſurer, and the reſt of the Truſtocs for the County, 
that in ſtead of being either a benefit or a comfort to them, in the 
way propoſed, he may prove a burden, and a charge, And though 
I doubt not but as great care will be taken, as can be deſired in 
the choice of thoſe who. are to have the diſpoſing of the publick 
monies: yet to ſuppoſe that men once ſetled in an office of 
ſuch truſt and power, may not be ſubject unto partialities and - 
| 0 cor- 
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AA the print ef Tithes; 

| corrupt affections, were an imagination fitter for the Lord Chan- 
= celour Verulam new Atlantis, or Sir Thomas Mors his predeceſ- 
- ſors old Ytopia, or a Platonick, Common-wealth ; then the beſt. 
© tempered government in the Chriſtian world. For my part loo. 
king into the deſign with the beſt eyes I have, and judging of it by 
= the cleareſt light of underſtanding, which God hath given me, 1 
am not able to diſcern but that the change of Tiches into Stipends 
+ (in the way propounded) will bring greater trouble to the Clergy 
then is yet conſidered ; and far leſſe profit to the countrey then is 
now pretended : which is the third and laſt of my Propoſitions, 


- probable, if not demonſtrative. 

I have ſaid nothing in this Tract of the right of Tithes, or on 
hat motive or conſiderations of preteding claim, the Kings 
"of. England did conferre them upon the Clergie: contenting my 
ſelfe at this time with the matter of fact, as namely, that they 
were ſetled on the Church by the Kings of this Realm, before 
they granted out eſtates to the Lordi and Gentry, and that the 
Land thus charged with the payment of Tithe,, they paſſed from 
one man to another, untill it came unto the hands of the preſent 
Occupant ; which cuts off all that claim or title which the miſ- 
perſwaded ſubjeR can pretend unto them. I know ĩt eannot be 
denied, but that notwithſtandive the ſaid Grants and Charters 
of thoſe ancient Kings, many of the great men of the Realm, and 
ſome alſo of the inferiour Gentry poſſeſſed of Manours , be- 


pive them to ſuch Prieſts or Pariſbes, as they beſt affected. But 
-W after the decree of Pope Innocent the third, (which you may find at 


Miniſter or Parochial Prieſt, came to be ſetled univerſally over 


cepted for thoſe lands which they held in occupancy from this 


nerall rule. Nor have I ſaid any thing of Impropriations; part- 4 


and is, I hope, ſufficiently and fully proved; or at the leaſt made 
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fore the Lateran Councell, r did either keep their Tithes in their ; Ante 
oyyn hands, or make infeodations of them to Religious houſes, or 75 
teranen - 
ſe, bene po- 
: jo rerant Lai- 
nge in Sir Ed: (ker Comment upon Magna Charta, and other i decimas 
old Statutes of this Realm, in the Chapter of Tithes) had been ibi in feu- 
confirmed in that Councell, (Anno 1215) and incorporated into dum reti- 


the Canons and. concluſions of it, the payment of them to the 1, vet 


aliis qui- 
: — ue 
all the Kingdome : fave that the Templars, the Hoſpitalers, and Eccliſi⸗ 
Monkes of Ciſteaux held their ancient priviledges of being ex- 2 
Wood in 
ovinc. 
cap. de de- 
h; becauſe I am perſwaded that the Lordi and Gentry, who cim. 


have 
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hen hk Fan — i tow, wii 

to the — . — 

from the ſa grant from Tee 
by them Coping — and 2 A* 
the vuine of thoſe houſes to the 

Tithes ſhould doe, if they be taken from the 

Crown were . ' in dus form of Law, 


mean conveyatices to the pteſent Owners. Onely I 
fice that the Lords and would take a ſpeci! 


the Churches Patrimony, for feute leſt that the pre 
evill humout Which gapes 1 _ the Ctr 1 


doe in the end devour theirs alſo. ae 
relation to drone ; ied 


rot 


7 


hop) 


4 6 


- 
- * 
the [ 


= by 


popular ertout, it is-all Lain att yho have tf 
other ends herein but otely to widective ibm in hb pelvis 2 
Tuber; which hath been repreſented to them as a pub. , 
vance conducing manifeſtly tothe diminution of their x 

If notwithſtanding all this ty 


they will run bad in the be eee 
; then theif opes vguinſt the e wreck tie 


brightly : let them take heed ed hey ele, nk — 
which the Scripture denounceth, that /7 eee 

»ot perceive ; and chat the Realing of 45 140 

God, burn not down their houſes, And fo 1 Gur upthi iſcoi 0 
with the words of our Saviour, ſaying, that xo mas tand ie 
wine, but preſently he ſaith, that the old is better, 
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